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TT=Traditional Tale
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A=Caldecott Award
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CAN=Canadian
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Stella: Fairy of  the Forest 
Marie Louise Gay
2002, Groundwood Books
Categories: FF, CAN
****
Ages:3-7+
In this entry into Gay’s Stella and Sam series a walk through the forest becomes magical as 
Stella’s imagination takes over.  The believable setting and characters leads readers into the 
fantasy elements.  Sam’s questions help the reader to enter into Stella’s imaginary world of  
fairies.  The illustrations are Gay’s typical strong line drawings with soft water-colours which 
enhance the fantasy feel of  the story.  

Gooney Bird Greene
Lois Lowery
2002, Yearling
Catagories: RF, N
*****
Ages: 7-10
Gooney Bird isn’t just any second grader and when she arrives at her new school she teaches her 
whole class a lesson about being yourself  and what makes a great story.  This short book is laugh 
out loud funny and very relatable for students.  It also would be a great book to introduce creative 
writing and help students learn some of  the early steps in the writing process.  As an added bonus 
this is the first book in a series so there is plenty of  fun ahead for readers.  

Word after Word after Word
Patricia MacLachlan
2010, Katherine Tegen Books
Categories: RF, N
****
Ages: 9-12
The author of  Sarah, Plain and Tall writes this beautiful and lyrical book about the writing 
process. Through a series of  author visits the grade 4 students are inspired to express their secret 
fears, sadness and thoughts through expressive poetry.  This book is all about the power of  words 
and especially the written word.  A much gentler and quieter read about writing it moved me to 
tears at points and inspired me to write my own poem.  I think it would also be good for an 
introduction to a writing unit, especially a poetry unit.
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The Giggler Treatment
Roddy Doyle
2000, Arthur A. Levine Books
Categories: FF, N
***
Ages: 9-13
Rover the dog has a secret business working for the gigglers.  Gigglers are tiny creatures that look 
after children by making sure that adults who treat children meanly are punished.  In this fun 
rollicking read we learn how adults are punished and how Rover saves the day when the gigglers 
target the wrong adult.  Caution if  the word poo offends you don’t read this book.  This is the 
type of  book boys will like, potty humour, quick short chapters and a faced paced funny plot.  Is it 
deep? Not really but it’ll hook reluctant readers and the good news is there are more books in the 
series to keep them reading.  

Pirates Go to School
Corinne Demas
John Manders (illustrator)
2011, Orchard Books
Categories: FF
***
Ages: 4-7
This book is a rollicking ride through the school day following a band of  pirates as they turn the 
mundane school day into something magical. The rhyming text and engaging illustrations make 
this a perfect read aloud book and I think I would use it to introduce the idea of  daily routines. It 
could also be used as a first day book to help students feel more comfortable.  All in all it is a fun 
book. 

Ruby in Her Own Time
Jonathon Emmett
2003, Scholastic
Catagories: NFic
***
Ages: 2-6
In this gentle quiet book Ruby a duckling is just a little slower than all the other ducklings.  Papa 
worries she won’t be able to learn but Mama knows she’ll do it in her own time.  The soft pastel 
illustrations and repeated refrain of  “in her own time’ sets the tone to have a good discussion 
about how everyone is different.  It would be an excellent start to discuss inclusion with young 
children and how every child has different needs.  
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Whose Tail is This? 
Peg Hall
Ken Landmark (illustrator)
2003, Picture Window Books
Categories: NFic
****
Ages: 4-10
This book walks the line between non-fiction and fiction.  Each section starts with a picture of  a 
tail and asks students to guess who it belongs to.  Turn the page and we are shown whose tail it is 
and given fun facts about that animal.  At the end a short quiz refreshes students memories about 
what they’ve learned and a short apendix gives even more fun facts and words to know.  There is 
even a reference list with good websites and books to continue the learning.  All of  this is written 
in clear easy to understand language with bright, bold illustrations.  I like that it would be great 
for reluctant readers because there is nothing intimidating about it and there are more books in 
this series.  

Help me Mr. Mutt!
Janet Stevens & Susan Stevens Crummel
2008, Harcourt Children’s Book
Categories: FF
***
Ages: 8-12
When dogs have trouble who do they turn to? Why it’s Mr. Mutt the Dear Abby of  the dog 
world.  In this fun book Mr. Mutt helps all sorts of  dogs solve their problems but what he doesn’t 
know is that his own problems are going to take over. Once his problem gets out of  control can 
Mr. Mutt solve his own trouble? Read the book to find out.  As an added bonus this book 
includes a search and find list to keep the fun going after the first reading.  For classroom use this 
would be a great book to use while teaching letter writing or exploring problem solving skills. 

One 
Kathryn Otoshi
2008, KO Kids Books
Categories: FF, Concept
*****
Ages: 4-10
This is the story of  what happens when a red dot picks on a blue dot.  Through the sparse story 
and amazingly simple but beautiful illustrations the author examines the concepts of  colours and 
numbers while sharing a story about being true to yourself  in the face of  bullying.  The anti-
bullying message is well handled with a gentle touch.  Never preachy or heavy handed the author 
conveys the feelings of  both the bully and the bullied.  Even young children can gain a lot 
through this story and the beautiful illustrations make it a natural for a read aloud.  
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Dogku
Andrew Clements
Tim Bowers (illustrator)
2007, Atheneum Books
Categories:RF, P
****
Ages: 4-8
This clever story is written in haiku with one for each page.  Although the words are sparse they 
elegantly convey the story of  a mutt who finds a home but will it be his forever home? The warm 
engaging illustrations do a lot of  the work in enhancing the story and drawing the reader in.  You 
will be rooting with the dog for the family to choose to keep him.  

The Cow who Clucked
Denise Fleming
2006, Henry Holt
Categories: RF
***
Ages: 2-6
Cow wakes up one morning but finds she has lost her moo, so what should she do? She goes 
looking for her moo around the barnyard.  The text is short but filled with lots of  great 
onomatopoeic words.  Small children will be woofing, baaing and croaking along as the story 
goes forward.  The illustrations are the star of  the story with the animals coming alive out of  
paper pul.  The details Fleming accomplishes with her paper pulp technique are best highlighted 
in this story.  

The First Day of  Winter
Denise Fleming
2005, Henry Holt
Categories: NF
***
Ages: 2-6
This cumulative story will have children chanting along as they discover what the first ten days of 
winter will create out of  the snow.  The rhythm of  the text will remind you of  the 12 days of  
christmas.  The illustrations are typical Fleming with snowy landscapes created out of  her paper 
looking deceptively simple but when examined closely the detail is exquisite.  
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In the Small Small Pond
Denise Fleming
1993, Henry Holt
Categories: NF, A
****
Ages: 2-10
A Caldecott Honor book in 1994.  It’s springtime and a bright green frog leaps out of  the tall, tall 
grass and lands in the small, small pond.  What changes are ahead for this small pond as spring 
turns into summer, summer to fall and fall to winter.  With bold colourful illustrations and rich 
descriptive text this book is a great explorations of  seasons, life-cycles and pond life.  

The Little House
Virginia Lee Burton
1978, Houghton Mifflin
Categories: RF, A
***
Ages:4-8
A gentle book that describes the slow encroachment of  the city into the countryside from the 
perspective of  a little house.  Won the Caldecott in 1943 (obviously the publication date is earlier 
than I found).  Simple but colourful line drawings compliment the descriptive text.  Children who 
live on the edges of  the city will understand about the slow growth of  cities.  Excellent for 
teaching students about human impact on their environment.  

The Art of  Miss. Chew
Patricia Polacco
2012, Putnam
Categories: RF
****
Ages: 5-12
Showing how important a teacher can be to a student’s life this story is the story of  a girl who 
wants to be an artist.  She is told that she is wasting her time on art when she should be studying.  
However, Miss. Chew comes into her life and changes things.  This book is slightly 
autobiographical and a very good reminder of  the power we wield as teachers.  

Sidewalk Rescue
Hazel Hutchins
2004
Categories: FF
****
Ages: 3-8
When Josie jumps into her sidewalk drawing the unbelievable takes place.  Adventure is the name 
of  the day and readers are left guessing what will happen with every fresh page.  Will Josie make 
it safely home with her flowers or will the unthinkable happen? The suspense, charm and clever 
details in the text and illustrations draw the reader in and engage even the hardest to please.  
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Fly Away Home
Eve Bunting
1993, Sandpiper
Categories: RF
**
Ages:8-12
Not an easy topic but Bunting manages to create a believable and enjoyable book that deals with 
the issue of  homelessness.  A father and son make their home in the local airport, the child 
narrator makes it clear that while they may be homeless they have each other.  This child focused 
narration helps children to understand the daily realities of  homelessness.  An excellent book to 
use as part of  a social justice unit this book will need a teacher prepared to tackle tough issues 
and discussions.  

I’m in Charge of  Celebrations
Byrd Baylor
1995, Aladdin
Categories: RF, AB, H
***
Ages: 8-14
Bright colours and large white spaces are apart of  the style of  this book.  The words are personal 
reflections on notable days in the year.  A great book for introducing writer’s notebook or the idea 
of  personal celebrations.  It helps teach students that while we are all different we are unique and 
how we celebrate that uniqueness.  A good reminder to stop and smell the roses.  

Jeremiah Learns to Read
Jo Ellen Bogart
1997, Scholastic
Categories: RF
****
Ages:6-12
This book shows that it is never too late to learn and that with dedication and practice all can 
succeed.  Jeremiah an elderly farmer decides that it is time to learn to read but how can he 
accomplish this? Will he be able to share the knowledge he has with others while learning to 
read?  This book would be excellent encouragement to EAL learners or those who are struggling 
with reading.  It also proves that there are multiple ways of  knowing and being smart.  
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Migrant
Maxine Trottier
Isabelle Arsenault (illustrator)
2011, Groundwood
Categories: RF, CAN
*****
Ages:8-12
This book tells the story of  a german Mennonite girl from Mexico whose family comes to 
Canada in the summer to work in the fields.  The lyrical text conveys both the beauty of  the 
girls’s world but also the uncertainty. For every metaphor that Maxine creates with her text the 
illustrations show it in magical detail.  Migrant combines literature and social studies in a 
wonderful, thought provoking way.  

Flags
Maxine Trottier
Paul Morin (illustrator)
2004, Fitzhenry and Whiteside
Categories: HF, CAN
*****
Ages:8-14
This book tells the story of  the japanese internment from the perspective of  a little girl who’s 
neighbor is taken away.  This is a little known area of  Canadian history and this book brings it to 
light in a highly accessible way.  The illustrations almost overwhelm the provocative text with 
their beauty.  The author’s notes are important to provide background to the simple story.  

Dreamstones
Maxine Trottier
Stella East (illustrator)
2000, Fitzhenry and Whiteside
Categories: HF, CAN, AB
*****
Ages: 5-10
On the simplest level this story introduces readers to life in Northern Canada.  The symbols and 
markers of  the Inuit are shown through the eyes of  a European explorers child.  The story takes 
a magical twist at the midpoint and begins to examine Inuit legends.  The symbol of  the 
inukshuk features prominently in this beautiful book.  
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Something from Nothing
Phoebe Gilman
1993, Scholastic
Categories:TT
****
Ages: 3-10
A modern retelling of  a traditional Jewish folktale describes how a beloved blanket becomes a 
jacket, a button and ultimately a story.  Hidden in the illustrations is a parallel story that shows 
what a family of  mice make out of  the scraps each time the blanket is reworked.  The text is 
repetitive and rhythmic phrases that children will quickly master.  Bright illustrations draw the 
reader into this world.  

Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes
Mem Fox
Helen Oxenbury (illustrator)
2008, Harcourt
Categories: RF, CON
***
Ages: 0-4
A gorgeous and simple picture book for the very youngest of  readers the closely features many 
babies from all over the world.  The luscious watercolor illustrations are very engaging for little 
readers who like to see other babies.  The simple rhythmic text reaffirms the bond between baby 
and mom along with the joy that babies bring.  The nostalgic feel of  the book will keep mothers 
wanting to read while the engaging pictures will entertain little viewers.  

Fiddle Dancer
Anne Patton & Wilfred Burton
2007, Gabriel Dumont Institute
Categories: RF, AB, CAN
****
Ages: 6-12
This book tells the story of  a young Metis boy as he learns to dance alongside his Grandpa.  
Based on a true event the gorgeous illustrations take the text from ordinary into extraordinary.  
The text is present in both English and Michif  and a CD allows everyone to experience the 
music mentioned in the story.  If  you are lucky enough to have Wilfred Burton come in to share 
this book with you a wonderful book becomes even better as it comes to life right in your 
classroom.  
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The Three Pigs
David Wiesner
2001, Clarion
Categories: FF, A, TT
**
Ages: 6-10
The story begins the way the three little pigs always begins but once the wolf  huffs the story takes 
an unexpected turn.  Dialogue balloons, text excerpts and a wide variety of  illustration styles 
guide the reader through a dazzling fantasy universe to the surprising and happy ending.  A great 
fractured fairytale to add to your collection.  

Voices in the Park
Anthony Browne
2001, DK Publishing
Categories: FF
****
Ages:7-12
This is an intriguing, many-layered book that needs to be read more than once to truly capture 
all the nuances of  this story.  The same story is told from the characters various perspectives 
giving the reader insights into the days events that wouldn’t be possible otherwise.  However the 
reader must look carefully because there are many hidden details in the pictures that just might 
change the story even more.  

Press Here
Herve Tullet
2011, Chronicle Books
Categories: AC, CON
*****
Ages: 2+
Follow the instructions provided in this book and watch what happens.  This book is not meant to 
be passively read but it is meant to be interacted with.  Each page brings a new challenge as the 
dots change colour, grow and multiply in response to your actions.  The magic happens with your 
help and that is what is truly magical about this book.  As an added bonus this doesn’t require 
batteries to power the fun which is even better.   

Knuffle Bunny
Mo Willems
2004, Hyperion
Categories:RF
*****
Ages:2+
This fun story tells what will happen when Knuffle Bunny goes missing after a trip to the 
laundromat.  A unique combination between black and white photography and bright hand 
drawn characters.  With very simple changes in the drawings the characters expressions are 
extremely clear and convey the characters emotions especially the baby Trixie who can’t speak 
yet.  
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Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse
Kevin Henkes
1996, Scholastic
Categories: FF
****
Ages:4-10
Lily loves school especially her teacher but when she brings her purse to school and he confiscates 
it, Lily gets angry.  This leads to Lily taking actions she will regret.  The perfect watercolour and 
ink illustrations enliven this story and beautifully convey the range of  emotions that Lily feels.  
This story will help students to learn how to resolve conflict and repair hurt feelings.  Lily is such 
an engaging heroine and readers will want more of  her.  

Kitten’s First Full Moon
Kevin Henkes
2004, GreenWillow Books
Categories: RF, A
****
Ages: 2-8
Kitten thinks the moon is a big bowl of  milk, which starts her nighttime adventure.  Henkes 
charcoal drawings bring this story to life.  The repetitive phrases are excellent for small children 
who will understand the mysteries the world can bring to little people as they discover it for the 
first time.  A Caldecott award winner in 2005. 

A Promise is a Promise 
Michael Kusugak, Robert Munsch
Vladyana Krykorka (illustrator)
1988, Annick Press
Categories: MC CAN TT AB
***
Ages 7-13
A retelling of  a traditional Inuit tale the brave heroine Allashua must keep her promise and figure 
out how to escape the troll like Qallupilluit.  A good introduction to life in the north and a small 
aspect of  Inuit culture.  It is also good for introducing the idea that a promise is forever, which is 
a major treaty education theme in the early years.  The beautiful illustrations make this story 
come alive and the addition of  the Munsch name on the front make this an easy sell to children.  
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Hide and Sneak
Michael Kusugak 
Vladyana Krykorka (illustrator)
1992, Annick Press
Categories: MC CAN AB TT
Ages: 7-13
****
The amazingly elaborate illustrations are integral to this well written story about an inuit girl who 
does not head the warnings about tundra spirits that lead children into danger.  Again Michael 
and Vladyana introduces a traditional Inuit tale and life in a delightful story.   

If  you're Not From the Prairie
David Bouchard
Henry Ripplinger (illustrator)
1998, Aladdin
Cat: MC, CAN, P
****
Ages:9-14
In this poetic story Bouchard describes life on the prairie in a book that will resonate with 
children on the prairie.  The realistic illustrations by Ripplinger completes this book and brings 
the prairie alive for students that may not have explored the prairie.  Excellent way to bring 
Saskatchewan rural life into the classroom and help students feel pride in the place where they 
live.  

The Lost Lake
Allan Say 
1992, Houghton Mifflin
Cat: MC
***
Ages:8-14
A father and son search for the father’s lost lake goes awry when they find that everyone has 
found lost lake and they set off  to find a less crowded lake.  The journey in the text parallels the 
relationship journey between the father and son.  The watercolour illustrations almost steal the 
show and are the real centerpiece of  this story.  

Tea with Milk
Allan Say
2009, Sandpiper (reprint) 
Cat:MC
*****
Ages: 8-14
In an excellent story that shows students how it feels to be isolated and disconnected in a foreign 
environment, Allan Say’s illustrations shine.  A girl raised in the US moves with her parents to 
Japan their homeland where she just doesn’t fit in.  Recent immigrants or anyone that has had to 
fit into a new place will understand how the main character feels in this well written and 
beautifully illustrated story.  
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The Huron Carol
Ian Wallace
2006, Groundwood Books
Cat: MC, CAN, H,
****
Ages: 7-12
A lovely Christmas Carol comes alive with Ian Wallace’s watercolour illustrations.  The 
traditional Canadian Huron lodge setting is created and populated with local flora and fauna.  
While of  limited appeal it would be a good addition to a holiday book collection to add some 
depth to the plethora of  Santa stories.  

The Sandwich
Ian Wallace
Angela Wood (illustrations)
appears to be out of  print
1975, Kids Can Print
Cat: MC, N,
*****
Ages:8-12
In this story a young italian boy brings his lunch for the first time to school and is teased for his 
italian sandwich. Can his dad help him find a solution? An excellent book for discussing diversity 
in the classroom using items most students will be familiar with.  The simple line drawings don’t 
add much to the text but do help make the book more approachable to reluctant readers.  

Turtles Race with Beaver
Joseph  and James Bruchac
Ariane Dewey & Jose Aruego (illustrators)
2003, Puffin
Cat: MC, AB, TT
****
Ages: 5-10
A fun retelling of  the Seneca Indian “Tortise and Hare” that is appealing to a wide range of  
students.  Trickster tales are familiar to many cultures and are easy to integrate into the 
classroom.  The delightful illustrations bring the story to life, the characters faces are particularly 
well illustrated.  
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Raccoons Last Race
Joseph & James Bruchac
Ariane Dewey & Jose Aruego (illustrators)
Cat: MC, AB, TT
2004
****
Ages:5-10
A retelling of  a traditional Abenaki legend with very brightly coloured illustrations.  Raccoon is a 
bit of  a braggart about how fast he is, will the other animals be able to change this? A story that 
teaches about humility in a humorous way.  A great addition to a classroom library.  

Wild About Books
Judy Sierra  
Marc Brown (illustrations) 
Cat:MC, P
2004, Knopf
****
Ages:4-8
In this rollicking rhymed story librarian Molly teaches the animals at the zoo about reading.  Can 
she find the right book for every animal? I’ll admit I’m biased to books about librarians so I loved 
this book but I think students will love to hear about how the different animals learned to read.  A 
good introduction to the wide variety of  books that are available to young readers.  Marc Brown’s 
illustrations bring the fun text to life and make this an engaging book to look at.  

Born to Read
Judy Sierra
Marc Brown (illustrations)
Cat:MC
2008, Knopf
***
Ages:4-10
A fun follow up to Wild About Books. Sam was born to read and he reads everything but can 
reading help him succeed? A fun book that encourages reading as a way to help accomplish 
goals.  The rhyming text is fun and the bright illustrations bring the simple story to life.  A fun 
Rah-Rah for reading book to encourage beginning readers.  
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